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We provide Safety, Hope, Advocacy, Respite and Education for those impacted by crisis and violence in the Fox Valley Region and Illinois. 
 

 

 

 
Community Crisis Center, Inc. Receives $1,000 Grant from Olive Garden to Advance Hunger Relief 

  
Elgin, IL– April 28, 2015 – Community Crisis Center, Inc.  a social service agency that provides 24 hour emergency services 
to people dealing with domestic violence, sexual assault, homelessness and other life crises,  today announced it has been 
selected by the Olive Garden in West Dundee to receive a $1,000 grant as part of the Restaurant Community Grants 
program from the charitable arm of Darden Restaurants. The annual grants program empowers each of the Olive 
Gardens’ locations to help award a $1,000 grant to support local community programs. The donation will enable 
Community Crisis Center, Inc. to purchase nonperishable groceries for their Emergency Food Pantry Program which last 
year provided 26,104 meals to 1,564 households.  
 
“People in crisis cannot move forward in their lives if they cannot meet their basic needs such as food, shelter and safety. 
This grant from the Darden Restaurants, Inc. Foundation allows us to provide groceries directly to families in need 
allowing them to work towards self-sufficiency,” said Gretchen S. Vapnar, Executive Director of Community Crisis Center, 
Inc.     
 
“We’re proud to be able to support Community Crisis Center, Inc. through our Restaurant Community Grants program,” 
said Stephanie Ghertner, Director of the Darden Foundation. “Our team members are incredibly passionate about getting 
involved in their local communities, and this program enables them to do just that.” 
 
For additional information on Community Crisis Center, Inc. please visit www.crisiscenter.org  
 
About Community Crisis Center, Inc. 
Since 1975 this agency has provided services that include a 24 hour crisis line; shelter for 40 women and children 
homeless due to domestic violence and/or financial crisis; counseling; court & hospital advocacy; abuse intervention; 
emergency food pantry; and community education. Last year 5,758 individuals received 40,509 hours of service; 295 
women and 230 children spent 8,894 nights in shelter. Services are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 
The Darden Foundation  
The Darden Restaurants, Inc. Foundation is the charitable arm of Darden Restaurants, Inc. The Darden Foundation’s 
mission is to maintain a spirit of service and community engagement as defining characteristics of Darden’s family of 
restaurants – Olive Garden, LongHorn Steakhouse, Bahama Breeze, Seasons 52, The Capital Grille, Eddie V’s and Yard 
House. Since 1995, the Darden Foundation has awarded more than $71 million in grants to leading nonprofit 
organizations that align with its mission and community priorities: Recipe for Success®, Preservation of Natural Resources 
and Good Neighbor grants. Through the Darden Harvest program, Darden Restaurants has also donated more than 77 
million pounds of food to hunger relief agencies across the U.S. and Canada. In 2011, the Darden Foundation introduced 
the Restaurant Community Grants program that is dedicated to supporting local nonprofit organizations in the hundreds 
of communities where we live and serve. For more information, please visit www.dardenfoundation.com. 
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